Empowering Small Business - Revitalizing California’s Economy

2010 CA SBDC EDUCATION LETTER WRITING INITIATIVE
A CRITICAL POINT…This is the first time that the SBDC has gained this level of support and visibility in the State Legislature. It is a pivotal moment where the program has the opportunity to demonstrate the value of the services provided and the impact that the SBDC can have on the revitalization of the California economy.

GOALS OF THE INITIATIVE:

· Increase visibility, access and influence of the SBDC program to elected and government officials.

· Generate 1,000+ letters of support for SBDC funding

· Secure a $6,000,000 State appropriation for the program 
BACKGROUND:
· A task force was developed by John Perez, Speaker of the Assembly for the purpose of examining tangible ways to spur economic recovery—and to make sure the California budget funded those items what would make the biggest difference in this regard.  Task force name: Assembly Jobs and Economic Recovery Task Force
· One area that the group spent a lot of time on is small business-related needs/issues.

· A leader on the task force is Assemblyman Manuel Perez (different Perez), who is also the Chair of the Assembly Committee on Jobs, Economic Development and the Economy (JEDE).

· The task force concluded that SBDC was a cost-effective way to create jobs.  

· The task force floated this idea (and many other ideas) to a number of the state’s large business organizations—California Chamber, Hispanic Chamber, Black Chamber, Small Business CA, etc.  There was support across these organizations for funding the CA SBDC.  

· Some of this feedback—but not all of it came at a “Small Business Roundtable” that took place several weeks ago in Sacramento.

· Last week, Speaker Perez and the Task Force released a press release that named a group of initiatives that they are calling “$300 million to spur private sector job growth” or “the $300 million small business job creation package.” (see press release)
· The discussion about this $300 million package is about to start.  This means the discussion is currently transitioning from the Task Force to the whole Assembly and the whole Senate.  
· That is why we are NOW at the critical time to write letters educating elected officials about the importance of this funding.
FAQ (FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS)
· Is there a bill #?
· There is no Bill # or official name of this effort—making it important to explain to people that this is a $300 million package within the Jobs Budget specifically aimed at helping small businesses.
· What are we asking for?
· That senators and assembly members leave include the $300 million small-business jobs package  in the budget AND SPECIFICALLY that the SBDC’s piece of this package ($6 million) is left in the budget.
· How will the money be spent?
· Funds will be distributed across the state for core services.  This funding is for our existing program—which will be significantly hurt if the state funding doesn’t go through.  Make sure whoever you are talking with knows enough about what the SBDC does—don’t assume they already know.
· Which elected officials already support this?

· We don’t know.  There are no lists of “for” and “against”

· Much more democratic support currently.  Important to get some Republican support as well.

· What should I focus on first?
· First, get a group of key clients and partners going…
· Next, write your own letter and have someone from your staff do the copy and paste work to address the letter to all the different recipients
· Use the Excel workbook that has lists of elected officials as a way to save time.
· Think about key individual constituents that would be more than willing to help… fine to involve staff, contractors, family, etc, etc.
· What if the elected official wants more info?
· Call your Lead Center Director and/or Kristin Johnson.  You have backup.
OTHER DOCUMENTS THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO READ AND CAN BE USED AS BACKUP MATERIALS
· Press release from Perez announcing the $300 million package. (separate attachment)
· Impact of $6 million in state funding (separate attachment)
· Regional Brochures

· Copies of your local client success stories
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